Please Don’t feed the Crows!

 

Many residents from Riverview have contacted my office to discuss their concern with crows roosting in Riverview Park.  I share that concern.  Crows are not an uncommon issue in most urban areas during the fall and winter. 

 

Quick fixes to this complex wildlife issue have been elusive. Harassment techniques such as noisemakers, shooting blanks, and distress calls have been shown only to scare the birds away temporarily. However, if the large roosts can be broken up, the impacts on communities can be reduced. 

 

The first line of defence is to understand that crows are omnivorous, eating almost anything, and they readily adapt food habits to changing seasons and available food supply.  As a community we need to work together to ensure that we are not feeding the crows, or providing the crows with easy access to food unintentionally.  This includes keeping our garbage secure so it does not become an easy food source for crows.

 

I am currently working with staff and colleagues in other jurisdictions to determine an appropriate course of action for our community. I believe the most appropriate solution for Riverview would be the introduction of an owl predator and noisemakers.  This combination conditions crows to associate noise with the predator and scares them away.  This approach must be consistently applied every year during the winter roosting season. I continue to investigate other measures that might bring forth a faster resolution. Keep an eye on your mailbox for future updates and information on this subject and do not hesitate to contact me to share your thoughts for how to move forward.

 

Tips for avoiding crows:

 

 Ensure that bird feeders are focused on small bird feeding.

 Cleanup spillage from feeders promptly and regularly.
 Crows avoid effigies of dead crows (never the real thing). Halloween décor crows,

hung upside down with the wings spread usually work.
 Ensure that all garbage is put in a container that doesn’t  allow the crows to get in and 

feed on the garbage.  Crows are often concentrated in areas where there is an 

abundance of garbage bags that can be easily accessed.
 Devices with reflective surfaces that spin or flap in the breeze can frighten crows.

